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Speaker -
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MEMBERS Dear Mr. President:
Delegate Ellender Ngirameketii
State of Ngtwal I have the honor of transmitting herewith for your consideration and action,
gg;s:}elv Fran:rcakowng House Bill No. 12-11-1S, HD1 “To amend Title 3 of the Palau National

sapang Code to increase the salary for members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau.,

g&?:}?&gﬁ:? Aderkerol which was passed on its third and final reading by the members of the House

of Delegates, Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau, with quorum being present and
Delegate Menghur W. Rechelulk voting during its Sixth Regular Session, May 08, 2026.
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State of Ngeremlengui eilani Senior
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Delegate Stephanie Ngirchoimei
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TWELFTH OLBIIL ERA KELULAU
First Special Session, March 2025 House Bill No. 12-11-1S, HD1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend Title 3 of the Palau National Code to increase the salary for members of the Olbiil
Era Kelulau.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO ENACT
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Olbiil Era Kelulau recognizes that competitive

and equitable compensation for public officials is essential to ensuring effective governance
and attracting highly qualified individuals to serve in elected office. The salaries of our
members have remained unchanged for an extended period, despite recent adjustments to the
salaries of other government officials and employees. Over time, inflation and the evolving
demands of legislative service have further underscored the need for a salary adjustment.

The Olbiil Era Kelulau further finds that members of the legislative branch bear
significant responsibilities, including the development of national policy, oversight of
government operations, and the appropriation of public funds. Ensuring fair and reasonable
compensation for lawmakers aligns with broader efforts to modernize government salary
structures and maintain institutional stability. This increase will become effective only with
the commencement of the Thirteenth Olbiil Era Kelulau, thereby ensuring that no sitting
member directly benefits from the increase unless re-elected.

This adjustment reflects a long-overdue alignment with prevailing government salary
standards and reinforces the commitment to a legislative body that is both capable and
representative of the nation’s best interests.

Section 2. Amendment. Section 201 of Title 3 of the Palau National Code is hereby
amended as follows:

(13

§ 201. Annual salary established.

(b) Salary authorized.
(1) Each member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall receive a salary of fifty

thousand-doHars<{($50;000)-per-yearsixty-thousand-doHars-($60:000)-per-year sixty-

five thousand dollars ($65,000) per year. This compensation shall be paid according
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House Bill No. 12-11-1S. HD1

to rules and procedures to be promulgated by the Olbiil Era Kelulau. Payments shall

be made bi-weekly on regular government paydays.

”

Section 3. Effective date. This Act shall take effect on January 18, 2028.

Date: 2/24/2025 Introduced by: /s/
His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps, Jr.
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THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau

{Palan National Congress)
P.O Bex 8, National Capitol ;E’oaef ((gg ;lg:z;zs:?mmnswmx
Ngerulmud, Republic of Palan : oekpw
oek-speeker@palaynet.com

MEMORANDUM:
To : Mr. Colin F. Fenwick

Chief Legal Counsel, House of Delegates
From : Leilani Senior_‘%:

Clerk, House of Delegates
Date : 05/08/2026

1. [X] Please review attached measures(s) _ HB No. 12-11-1S, HD1

2. [[] For proper legal form and style for third and final reading.

3. [J Please insert the adopted amendment(s) to

4. ] The subject measure(s) will be read at the next session

5. [X] Review for proper legal form and style to be: [—7engrossed
- »

Attachment(s)



LEGAL COUNSEL OFFICE

Asterio Takashi
Senior Legal Advisor/PIO

Colin Fenwick
Chief Legal Counsel

William L. Ridpath
Legal Counsel PRO TEM

Nangisa Mai
Asst. Legal Researcher
Office Manager
TO:
Ulai Demei
Asst. Legal Researcher

Secheyangel S. Sokau
Secretary

FROM:

The House of Delegates
Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau

(PALAU NATIONAL CONGRESS) Phone: (680) 767-1291/ 2527

P.0.BOX 8 Fax:  (680) 767-2787
NGERULMUD il i :
REPUBLIC OF PALAU Email: hico.admin@palaunoek.pw
96940

Report from the House Legal Counsel Office for
Third Reading

April 29, 2026
Date

Leilani Senior
Clerk, House of Delegates
Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau

éé Ff .
Colin Fenwick
Chief Legal Counsel, House of Delegates

I find H.B No. 12-11-1S, HD1 to be in proper legal form and style.
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TWELFTH OLBIIL ERA KELULAU (P@ 50812

First Special Session, March 2025 House Bill No. 12-11-1S, HD1

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend Title 3 of the Palau National Code to increase the salary for members of the Olbiil
Era Kelulau.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO ENACT
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Olbiil Era Kelulau recognizes that competitive
and equitable compensation for public officials is essential to ensuring effective governance
and attracting highly qualified individuals to serve in elected office. The salaries of our
members have remained unchanged for an extended period, despite recent adjustments to the
salaries of other government officials and employees. Over time, inflation and the evolving
demands of legislative service have further underscored the need for a salary adjustment.

The Olbiil Era Kelulau further finds that members of the legislative branch bcar
significant responsibilities, including the development of national policy. oversight of
government operations, and the appropriation of public funds. Ensuring fair and reasonable
compensation for lawmakers aligns with broader efforts to modernize government salary
structures and maintain institutional stability. This increase will become effective only with
the commencement of the Thirteenth Olbiil Era Kelulau, thereby ensuring that no sitting
member directly benefits from the increase unless re-elected.

This adjustment reflects a long-overdue alignment with prevailing government salary
standards and reinforces the commitment to a legislative body that is both capable and
representative of the nation’s best interests.

Section 2. Amendment. Section 201 of Title 3 of the Palau National Code is hereby
amended as follows:

(13
.

§ 201. Annual salary established.

(b) Salary authorized.

(1) Each member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall receive a salary of fifty

five thousand dollars ($65,000) per vear. This compensation shall be paid according
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House Bill No. 12-11-1S. HDI

to rules and procedures to be promulgated by the Olbiil Era Kelulau. Payments shall
be made bi-weekly on regular government paydays.

»
.

Section 3. Effective date. This Act shall take effect on January 18, 2028.

Date: 2/24/2025 Introduced by: /s/
His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps, Jr.
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} (PALAU NATIONAL CONGRESS) " Phone: (680) 767-2507/2506/2526/1291

Fax: {680) 767-2787

VOTING
Session: __ & ™ ,’/Q%'MM | Day: o857~ —
Votingon: 4B M. 1L~ 1" 1S, #D]
NAME YES NO ABSTAIN
1 | Delegate J. Blesoch ADERKEROI —  Mosed T
2 | Delegate Yutaka GIBBONS, JR. — g |—
3 | Vice Speaker Mario S. GULIBERT %
4 | Delegate Noah KEMESONG - 4bs| —
5 | Delegate Portia Franz KESOLEI v/
6 | Delegate Sebastian R. MARINO vV
7 | Delegate Ellender NGIRAMEKETII — absf| —
8 | Delegate Stephanic NGIRCHOIMEI v
9 | Delegate Rebecca Sebalt NGIRMECHAET | 7
10 | Delegate Francesca Ruluked OTONG — b -
11 | Delegate Mengkur W. RECHELULK v
12 | Delegate Timothy R. SINSAK ) V
13 | Delegate Nace N. SOALABLAI )
14 | Delegate Silverius Ouch TELLEI v,
15| Floor Leader Warren S, UMETARO v,
16 | Speaker Gibson KANAT | /
Total: YES— 1 NO _4__ ABSTAIN_ @ _ Final Result: YES._ /| NO_O
Certified by: \___/*l@nlé ~~ Date: 978 /2¢

Clerk, House of Delegates
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P. 0. Box 8, National Capitol

padap<d
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Stand. Comm. Rep. No. \2-25

MATTERS COMMITTEE Re: House Bill No. 12-11-1S

Mengkur W. Rechelulk

Chairman
State of Koror

Stepbanie Ngircholmei
Vice Chairperson
State of Airal

Members:

Nace N. Soalabiai
State of Peleltu

Sebasdan R. Marino
State of Hatohobet

Yutaka Glbbons, jr.
State of Sonsorol
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Date:__Apri\ 20, 2006

The Honorable Gibson Kanai

Speaker, House of Delegates

Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau

P.0.Box 8

Ngerulmud, Melekeok Republic of Palau 96940

Dear Mr. Speaker,

Your Committee on Ways and Means & Financial Matters (WM&FM) to which
was referred House Bill No. 12-11-18 entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT to amend Title 3 of the Palau National Code to increase
the salary for members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau.”

begs leave to report as follows:

Your Committee on WM&FM has reviewed this bill as submitted to the House of
Delegates of the Twelfth Olbiil Era Kelulau by His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps,
Jr., President of the Republic of Palau on March 12, 2025. Having thoroughly
reviewed this bill’s intent, and Palau’s government salary history, your Committee
believes this bill is fair and balanced.

The purpose of this bill is to amend Title 3 of the Palau National Code to increase
the salary for members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau. Your Committee reviewed and
agrees with what is in the transmittal letter of the President and in the legislative
findings of the bill that this bill provides for a long overdue adjustment that
acknowledges both the critical role of legislative branch and economic realities that
have changed since the last salary review for the members of the Olbiil Era Kelulau.

In review of the decade long interval since the last salary adjustment, your
Committee finds that House Bill No. 12-11-1S is appropriate and justified.
However, WM&FM Committee respectfully recommends the following changes to
the bill:

1. Amend Section 2 of HB 12-11-18 as follows:

Section 2. Amendment. Section 201 of Title 3 of the Palau National Code is

hereby amended as follows:

Page | of 3
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Ngem]mud' Repub“c of Palau Fax No. (680] 488-2525/767 -2787
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Stand. Comm. Rep. No./& -5
Re: House Bill No. 12-11-1S
Date: Y2026

[4]

§201. Annual salary established.

(b) Salary authorized.

(1) Each member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall receive a salary of fifty-thousand
@W&P siatv=thousand-dolass-(560:000-norvear sixtv-five thousand dollars

promulgated by the Olbiil Era Kelulau. Payments shall be made bi-weekly on regular government
paydays.

"

With that, WM&FM Committee respectfully recommends passage of HB 12-11-1S, now re-
designated as HB 12-11-18, HD1, with the proposed amendment.

Respectfully submitted,

HOUSE OF DELEGATES COMMITTEE CN WAYS &
MEANS AND FINANCIAL MATTERS

Y Yt _——

Delegate Mengkur W. Rechelulk Delegate Stephanie Ngirchoimei
Chairman Vice Chairperson
NP
Delegate Nace M. Soalablai Delegate Sebastian R. Marino
Member Member

r
Delegate Yutakd Gibbons, Jr. é;oor Leader Warren S. Umetaro £
Meraber Member

Page 2 of 3



Stand. Comm. Rep. No.11-25
Re: House Bill No. 12-11-18
Date:__Apriv_10, 2072

|

Deleg verius Ouch Tellei Detégate Francesca R. Otong
Member Member

Delegate J. Blesoch Aderkeroi
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First Special Session, March 2025 -] \d‘ o' \J House Bill No. /2 ~/[-1'5

A BILL FOR AN ACT

To amend Title 3 of the Palau National Code to increase the salary for members of the Olbiil
Era Kelulau.

THE PEOPLE OF PALAU REPRESENTED IN THE OLBIIL ERA KELULAU DO ENACT
AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Olbiil Era Kelulau recognizes that competitive
and equitable compensation for public officials is essential to ensuring effective governance
and attracting highly qualified individuals to serve in elected office. The salaries of our
members have remained unchanged for an exfended period, despite recent adjustments to the
salaries of other governmeﬁt officials and employees. Over time, inflation and the evolving
demands of legislative service have further underscored the need for a salary adjustment.

The Olbiil Era Kelulau further finds that members of the legislative branch bear
significant responsibilities, including the development of national policy, oversight of
government operations, and the appropriation of public funds. Ensuring fair and reasonable
compensation for lawmakers aligns with broader efforts to modernize government salary
structures and maintain institutional stability. This increase will become effective only with
the commencement of the Thirteenth Olbiil Era Kelulau, thereby ensuring that no sitting
member directly benefits from the increase unless re-elected.

This adjustment reflects a long-overdue alignment with prevailing government salary
standards and reinforces the commitment to a legislative body that is both capable and
representative of the nation’s best interests.

Section 2. Amendment. Section 201 of Title 3 of the Palau National Code is herchy

amended as followss:

13

§ 201. Annual salary established.

(b) Salary authorized.
(1) Each member of the Olbiil Era Kelulau shall receive a salary of fifiy
thousand-deHars{($50,000)-per—year-sixty thousand dollars ($60.000) per vear. This

compensation shall be paid according to rules and procedures to be promulgated by

Page 1 of 2
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House Bill No. /Z -//-/8

the Olbiil Era Kelulau:. Payments shall be made bi-weekly on regular government
paydays.

131

Section 3. Effective date. This Act shall take effect on January 18. 2029,

Date: 2/24/2025 ; Introduced by: Is!
His Excellency Surangel S. Whipps, Ir.
i President of the Republic of Palau
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